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•   Thank you to the Families and Friends for Drug Law Reform for the invitation to be here to share this occasion with you.
•   For many of you who have lost loved ones äs a result of illicit drug use, today may be a time to reflect on the tragic circumstances of their untimely passing, but also a time to fondly remember the good times you spent together.
•   I’d also like to acknowledge the contribution the Families and Friends for Drug Law Reform is providing to help shape national drug policy. l commend your work to help prevent other families and friends from having to deal with the loss of a loved one because of illicit drug use.
•   The Australian Government is very concerned about the effects that substance abuse has on individual users, their families and the wider community.
•   Pm certainly not going to stand up here today and claim that the Rudd Government has all the answers - it's very difficult to develop policy in the face of such diverse and often passionate opinions and advice regarding illicit drugs.
•   On the one hand, some sections of the community believe in a no-tolerance approach to drugs with strict law enforcement, while others support a harm-minimisation stance.
•   The one thing l can say with certainty is that we are trying hard to get the balance right by increasing the focus on preventing drug use in the first place and reducing the harms it causes to individuals, their families and the wider community.
•   We must continue to be vigilant; however, but recent trends are encouraging.
•   According to the 2007 National Drug Strategy Household Survey, there were approximately 200,000 fewer recent illicit drug users in 2007 than there were in 2004.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics also reports that fewer people are dying from accidental opioid deaths, which have fallen from 1,116 deaths in 1999 to 374 in 2005.
Of course, just one drug-related death is one too many.
The Government wants to prevent people from getting addicted to drugs in the first place, and if this is not possible, to reduce the damage they do to themselves and their friends and family through treatment programs that help break the addiction.
In the main, specialist drug and alcohol treatment Services are provided by state and territory governments and also the non-government sector. To complement these Services the Australian Government provides funding to non-government organisations to achieve improved Services and to increase the number of treatment places for people with drug and alcohol dependency.
In June 2008, $134.4 million was provided until 30 June 2011 to support 197 non-government Organisation treatment Services.
In recognition that cannabis is the most widely used illicit drug in Australia, in April the Minister for Health and Ageing, Nicola Roxon, launched the National Cannabis Prevention and Information Centre to provide evidence-based information to the community of the risks associated with cannabis use, and to support those Services which deliver treatment to people with cannabis-related Problems.
•   Users of crystal methamphetamine, known äs 'Ice', will be encouraged to stop using the dangerous drug through a national education campaign. The campaign will provide education programs aimed at providing young Australians with up-to-date information about the harms associated with the use of illicit drugs such äs Ice and speed.
•   Any attempt at changing illicit drug attitudes in Australia must also involve consultation with young people, many of whom are thinking about experimenting with drugs for the first time. The Rudd Government has called on young Australians to help shape the policies that will affect them through the new Australian Youth Forum.
•   The Australian Youth Forum will give young Australians a strong voice in the development of government policies, including those related to illicit drugs and alcohol.
•   It will engage young people in the decision-making process, and will ensure they are part of the solution rather than to just make them feel like they are part of the problem and are being targeted.
•   l'd like to say again that the Rudd Government doesn't profess to have all the solutions on the issue of illicit drugs; however, we can only try and get the balance right. l encourage the Families and Friends for Drug Reform to continue to contribute to this vital debate and help us develop solutions which don't victimise and alienate drug users.
•   Thank you again for inviting me here to remember those lives lost to illicit drugs.
Thank you
