Recommendation 20

The debate about drug treatment and interventions is characterised by controversy and emotion. The controversy cuts across party political lines and cuts across police and justice areas. It is not only the controversy but also involves inappropriate intervention by political, police and judicial areas as well. In most other areas of health this would not be tolerated. 

Addiction is a chronic relapsing disorder. It needs to be recognised as such.

No headway will be achieved until governments are prepared to be guided by the best available advice on what works. While health measures remain political footballs we can be certain of only one thing: that the problem will get worse and worse. 

There needs to be a clear arms-length separation of the health aspects of problematic drug use from the political and policing arenas.

We believe that an independent authority of highly qualified people needs to be established to deal with drug and alcohol public health interventions. This authority, perhaps like the Board of the Reserve Bank, should be independent and technically qualified and would prescribe and administer appropriate standards for provision of treatment and services for drug and alcohol matters. Service providers should undergo accreditation. 

Families and Friends therefore proposes the establishment of an Authority with the following functions which promote the objectives of the National Drug Strategic Framework 1998-99 to 2002-03 (objectives which may need modifying following an appropriate evaluation of those objectives):

Functions of the authority

1.
Identification of health (including public health) interventions.

2.
Identification of the optimum mix of health interventions (including treatment interventions and public health interventions).

3.
Prescription of standards and supervision of adherence to those standards for health interventions including treatment.

4. Stringent evaluation of interventions including existing interventions. 

5. Accreditation of organisations responsible for drug and alcohol public health interventions.

Composition of the authority

The Authority should be composed of those qualified in disciplines of relevance to health, including public health, and enjoy the highest professional reputations within their fields. 

Obligations of governments to implement findings of authority

Governments should commit themselves to fund and implement the findings of the Authority. However the Authority may be partially self- funding through accreditation and other fees.
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